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FAQs
ACAW Credentialing Process (ITP Only)

1) I am not licensed in the United States.  Am I still eligible for ACAW board certification?

Response: To be eligible for ACAW board certification, a veterinarian must:
· Be a graduate of a college or school of veterinary medicine accredited or approved by the AVMA, or
· Possess a certificate from the Educational Commission for Foreign Veterinary Graduates (ECFVG), or
· Be qualified (licensed) to practice veterinary medicine in some state, province, territory, or possession of the United States, Canada, or other country.

2) What are the basic steps to becoming ACAW Board certified?
	
Response:  There are four major steps to becoming ACAW Board certified through the Alternate Route:
1. Find a mentor and Register with ACAW
2. Submit a proposed ITP, and when approved, complete your ITP.
3. Submit your credentials package by 31 October of the year before you want to the ACAW exam, but after you have completed your Alternate Route Training Program.  Publications must be accepted for publication by 31 October (the same time you submit your Credentials dossier). 
4. Take the exam! … and pass (of course).

3) How can I find a mentor?  

Response:  Go to the “Diplomates and Mentors” tab on the web site and hit “Search” button in the search box.  Contact information for available mentors will then be displayed.  If you are unsuccessful connecting with a potential mentor, feel free to reach out to ACAW using the “Contact Us” tab on the upper right had side of the web site.



4) I see that there are a few animal welfare certificate and graduate degree programs available at veterinary schools in the United States and the United Kingdom.  If I complete one of these programs, am I automatically credentialed to take the ACAW Board exam?

Response:  No.  However, these courses are wonderful and should be included in your Credentials Activity Log as an activity that you have completed or will engage in as part of the ACAW approved ITP. 

5) Does ACAW offer a training or exam prep course?

Response:  ACAW offers several hours of animal welfare focused continuing education in a variety of venues – The Gaggle;  The Short Course.  The ACAW CE Committee is working on new CE programs to also help with training. 

6) How can I keep current with ACAW’s activities?
Response:  Anyone one with an active ACAW registration is automatically enrolled in the ACAW Google Group.  

7) I have registered with ACAW and paid the $200 fee.  Why can’t I login to the web site?

Response: Only ACAW diplomates can log in to the ACAW web site beyond the home page for many options.  But you should be able to log in to the “Becoming a Diplomate” tab on the web site where you would find all that you need for your training process.  You can ask your Mentor any additional questions and they should be able to provide other materials to you.

8) Should I document previous animal welfare focused experience in the Animal Welfare Case Activities Log form when sending in my proposed Alternate Route Training Program?

Response:  Yes.  And, previous experience includes not only previously read books, CE attendance, and academic course completion, but can include other activities such as:
· Serving on an animal welfare committee for a professional association
· Development of animal welfare policies for an institution, company, association, or other entity
· Enforcement of animal welfare regulations or guidelines
· Providing training, either formal or informal, to other individuals about animal welfare (do not include course syllabi with your training program unless requested by ACAW)
· Participation in legislative advocacy activities focused on animal welfare
· Volunteering with animal welfare groups and/or serving in a leadership role in an animal welfare focused group

Remember, you will want to include a brief description of any type of learning experience or activity and the covered specific subjects mentioned in the RDD when completing the Animal Welfare Case Activities Log form.

9) What is the ACAW exam like?  Is it offered virtually?

Response:  The ACAW exam is a day-long exam with two parts.  The first part consists of approximately 200 multiple choice questions that must be answered within 4 hours.  The second part consists of writing answers to multiple scenario questions within 4 hours.   ACAW does currently offer the exam remotely.

10) Do my publications have to be written and published during my ITP or can other publications I have written previously, but after I graduated from veterinary school, be used to meet ACAW’s publication requirements for credentialing?

Response:  Publications published prior to a candidate starting an approved ITP can be used to satisfy the ACAW publication requirement assuming they are sufficiently focused on animal welfare.  Veterinarians with an approved Alternate Route Training Program can submit their publications for “pre-review” – it’s a good and free service to manage publication anxiety.  

11) When can I refer to myself as a ‘Resident’?

Response:  As soon as you receive a memo approving your ITP, you can refer to yourself as ‘Resident, American College of Animal Welfare.’  After passing the board certifying examination you can refer to yourself as ‘Diplomate, American College of Animal Welfare.’  These are the ONLY TWO designations authorized by the College.

3

